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Trail Initiatives in DuPage 

County 

CMAP Bike-Ped Task Force

March 15, 2017

Regional Greenways 

and Trails Plan

Å 40% of all regional trails 

completed (1,260 miles of 3,100 
complete)

Å DuPage County has 307 miles 
of trails proposed in the plan

Å 75% of regional trails are 
completed in DuPage County ð

significantly more than any 

other county in the 8 -county 

region

DuPage County 

Regional Bikeway Map

Å Over 500 miles of major 

regional trails and bikeways

Å Evolving

Å Illustration of partnerships
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Regional Trails Implementation Map

Illinois Prairie Path / 

Great Western Trail

Å 100% complete

Å IPP - Main Stem, Elgin Branch, 

Aurora Branch and Batavia Spur

Å Great Western Trail

Å Spine of the Countyõs entire 

regional trail network

Å Predominantly crushed 

limestone surface

Southern DuPage 

Regional Trail

Å 100% complete

Å 46 miles from Aurora to 

Hinsdale

Å Mostly paved surface



3/13/2017

3

West Branch DuPage 

River Trail

Å 82% complete

Å 23 miles from Naperville to 

Hanover Park

East Branch DuPage 

River Trail

Å Only a few segments complete

Å 31 miles from Bolingbrook to 

Bloomingdale

Å Implementation difficult

Salt Creek Greenway 

Trail

Å 100% complete except for a 

segment in Elmhurst

Å 35 miles from BusseWoods 

through DuPage County to 
Brookfield Zoo
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North Central DuPage 
Regional Trail

Å 95% Complete

Å 35 miles from BusseWoods 
through DuPage County to Wayne

Å Final segment: connection to 
Illinois Prairie Path ðElgin Branch

Regional Trails: 2020

NCDRT
Pratts Wayne to IPP

Great Western Trail
IPP to Sassafras Dr

WBDRT
West DuPage Woods

to Blackwell

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Å Established in 1915
Å 26,000 acres (13% of the land in DuPage County)
Å 60 Forest Preserves
Å 145 miles of trails
Å 4.2 Million visitors per year
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Forest Preserve District of DuPage County Mandate -
Downstate Forest Preserve Act (70 ILCS 805)

òto acquire and hold lands containing forests, prairies, wetland and associated plant 
communities or lands capable of being restored to such natural conditions for the 
purpose of protecting and preserving the flora, fauna and scenic beauty for the 
education, pleasure and recreation of its citizensó

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County Purpose
To acquire preserve, protect and restore the natural resources in DuPage County 
while providing opportunities for people to connect with nature .

Organizational Goal 5:  Connecting People to Nature
1. Improve Quality of Life and Health
2. Foster a lifelong appreciation of nature

Connecting People to Nature through Trails
We recognize:
Å FPDDCõs important role in providing opportunities for residents to get outside, enjoy 

nature and encourage physical activity
Å FPDDCõs role in providing alternative transportation opportunities through regional 

trail development
Å Trails are the primary amenity that our users enjoy 
Å Trails provide opportunities to connect people to nature, and being outside in nature 

provides both physical and mental health benefits
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Keys to FPDDC Regional Trail Implementation:
Å Long Range Planning
Å Intergovernmental cooperation

Å Grant funding to make FPDDC funding go farther

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðFair Oaks Road 
Segment
Å Cooperative project between the Village of Carol Stream, Wayne Township Road 

District and Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Å Construction completed in 2016

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðFair Oaks Road 
Segment
Å Connection to existing WBDRT at St. Charles Road and WB DuPage River at West 

Branch Forest Preserve
Å Path heads east along south side of St. Charles Road
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West Branch DuPage River Trail ðFair Oaks Road 
Segment
Å Path heads north on Fair Oaks Road and local connector east to Benjamin Middle 

School
Å Composite boardwalk along Fair Oaks Road over wetland

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðFair Oaks Road 

Segment
Å Connection to existing WBDRT at West Branch Forest Preserve

Å Local trail continues north to existing trail south of Army Trail Road

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðFair Oaks Road 
Segment
Å Ribbon cutting November 2016
Å Stakeholders ðVillage of Carol Stream, Wayne Township Road District, Forest 

Preserve District of DuPage County, Benjamin Middle School



3/13/2017

8

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðWinfield Mounds to 
West DuPage Woods
Å Cooperative project between the Village of Winfield and Forest Preserve District 

of DuPage County
Å Under construction, to be complete in 2018

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðWinfield Mounds to 

West DuPage Woods
Å Village of Winfieldõs Downtown RiverwalkConcept Plan

West Branch DuPage River Trail ðWinfield Mounds to 

West DuPage Woods
Å September 2016 Groundbreaking

Å Our stakeholders ðVillage of Winfield, FPDDC, Winfield Bicycle Advocates and 

CMAP
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West Branch DuPage River Trail ðWest DuPage Woods 

to Blackwell
Å Phase I Engineering underway

Å Actively applying for grant funding and seeking partners

North Central DuPage Regional Trail ðSchick Road Trail
Å Cooperative project with Wayne Township Road District, Village of Bartlett and 

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Å Construction complete in 2014

North Central DuPage Regional Trail ðSchick Road Trail
Å Path along Schick Road
Å Bartlett connection to IL 59 and pedestrian crossing signals
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North Central DuPage Regional Trail ðCounty Farm 
Road Bridge
Å Cooperative project with Forest Preserve District of DuPage County and DuPage 

County
Å Construction substantially complete, final completion in 2017

North Central DuPage Regional Trail ðCounty Farm 

Road Bridge
Å Looking west from Mallard Lake Landfill toward County Farm Road Bridge and 

Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve

North Central DuPage Regional Trail ðCounty Farm 
Road Bridge
Å Groundbreaking June 2016
Å Stakeholders ðHanover Park, DuPage County, Forest Preserve District of DuPage 

County, State Legislators, local trail advocates
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East Branch DuPage River Trail ðHidden Lake Forest 
Preserve
Å In cooperation with Illinois Department of Transportation through IDOTõs 

Complete Streets Program
Å Phase II Engineering underway, currently not funded

East Branch DuPage River Trail ðGreene Valley to 
Whalon Lake Connector
Å Cooperative project between Forest Preserve Districts of Will and DuPage County
Å Funded through agreements between Elmhurst Chicago Stone, FPDWC and 

FPDDC
Å Construction in 2017

Long Term Initiative ðDistrict -Wide Sign Plan
Å Staff committee formed in 2014
Å Research and Input Gathering

Å Online and Trail Intercept Survey

Å Outreach to organized trail groups

Å Outreach to other local agencies responsible for trails

Å Researched other similar agency sign plans and national sign standards

Å Determined that Wayfinding Signs are a need

Intercept Survey Locations
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Wayfinding Sign Program
Å Identified preserves to receive wayfinding signs

Å Waterfall Glen, FullersburgWoods, Danada, Herrick Lake, Greene Valley, Springbrook

Prairie and Meacham Grove

Wayfinding Program Areas

Wayfinding Sign System
Å òYou are Hereó maps

Wayfinding Sign System
Å Service Drive Signs

Å Street Signs


